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Barefoot College is a not for profit, Social Enterprise that has been providing basic 
services and solutions to the challenges facing rural poor communities for more than 
40 years, with the objective of making them self-sufficient and sustainable. The 
College was founded in 1972 by Sanjit “Bunker” Roy, following the lifestyle and work 
style of Mahatma Gandhi. Having grown substantially over the years it is today run 
by a team of dedicated diverse individuals who continue to derive inspiration and 
leadership from the Founder. It is an exceptional example of a decentralized 
management philosophy, capacity building from within to deliver what has become 
known widely around the world, as the “Barefoot Approach” to community 
development. 
 
These ‘Barefoot solutions’ can be broadly categorized into the delivery of Solar 
Electrification, Clean Water, Education and Livelihood Development. The college has 
been committed to Empowering Women as change agents, entrepreneurs and 
environmental stewards. 
 
Believing that placing women at the heart of the development process is the most 
reliable and effective way to pass on the wisdom, knowledge and skills that all rural 
poor communities already possess and which are so often undervalued and under 
utilized. The College engages in building confidence and competence in individuals 
and entire communities through a partnership model to bring about large-scale shifts 
in values and sustainable quality of life enhancement. 
 
Barefoot College is a financially sustainable organization founded on the lifestyle and 
work style of Mahatma Gandhi. It is one of the only Indian Based NGOs whose 
programs have been expanded and exported seamlessly throughout the developing 
world, today operating in 72 countries globally and 13 states in India. It works with all 
multilateral organizations and more than 69 ground partner organizations, who range 
form small indigenous NGOs to large global NGO and multilateral partners such as 
WWF, UNwomen, UNESCO and The highly respected UNDP Small Grants Program; 
GEF. The college is known for its ability to bring about policy change through 
partnerships with National Governments, Private sector and Philanthropic 
investment. 
 
The Barefoot College is currently building 7 regional training centers, fulfilling its 
strategic vision to double its global reach by 2017. IT has been instrumental in 
nurturing more than 26 organizations throughout 13 states in india, today, resulting in 
an almost unparalleled reach within India.  
 
In 2015 It was, for the third year recognized within the Top 15 of the Global Journal’s 
Top 500 NGO list. It is a Skoll Foundation Awardee, a Clinton Global Citizen 
Awardee and a winner of the Blue Planet Prize. Bunker Roy’ Ted talk has been 
viewed by more than 3.4M people in 43 languages. He was named in 2010 one of 
Time Magazine’s Top 100 most influential people and by the Guardian in London as 
one of the 50 people who could save the planet.  
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