
Sanjit 'Bunker' Roy received his formal education in The Doon School (1956-62) and St. Stephens 
College Delhi University (1962-1967). He was the Indian National Squash Champion in 1965, 1967 and 
1971. His “real” education started when he dug open wells for drinking water as an unskilled labourer 
for 5 years (1967-1971).   

He established the only fully solar electrified Barefoot College in the deserts of Rajasthan in India 40 
years ago. It is the only College in India built by the poor and managed by the rural poor who earn less 
than $ 1/day. Almost the only College left in India that respects and practices the work style and life style 
of Mahatma Gandhi. It is a College where the teacher is the learner and the learner the teacher. It is the 
only College in India where traditional knowledge and practical skills of the poor are given more 
importance and priority than paper degrees or qualifications.  Prof. Roy is a  great believer in Mark Twain 
who said, “Never Let School Interfere with your Education.” 

In the 20 years that the demystified and decentralized community based Barefoot approach has been 
implemented in over 30 of the Least Developed Countries, a total of 36,000 houses in 1,024 villages have 
been solar electrified by nearly 300 illiterate rural grandmothers. Without using the written or spoken 
word they have been trained in 6 months using only sign language in India in the Barefoot College to be 
solar engineers under a scheme called ITEC of the Government of India. 

Bunker Roy was identified as one of the 50 environmentalists who could save the planet by The 
Guardian in 2008 and as one of the 100 most influential people in the world by Time magazine in 2010.

h"p://www.ted.com/talks/bunker_roy.html

h"p://www.france24.com/en/20120623-‐2012-‐06-‐23-‐rio%2020-‐rio-‐de-‐janeriro-‐summit-‐india-‐

barefoot-‐college-‐solar-‐engineers-‐amazon

h"p://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JM4oz5VzvoE

h"p://www.wired.co.uk/magazine/archive/2011/04/features/disrupMng-‐poverty?page=all

Barefoot College Via Madanganj, Tilonia, Ajmer District , Rajasthan, INDIA
T:+91 9414007446  W:www.barefootcollege.org E:bunker_roy@yahoo.com

Bunker Roy
Founder & Director

Barefoot College
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